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Rev. ii. 10. laſt clauſe. 2 | 
Be thou faithful unto death „ and I will give thee a crown of 


” 1 7 i 


. words are a part of that ſweet and comfort? 


able epiſtle, which John, the Diſciple whom jeſus 
loved, wrote by Divine direction, unto the Angel of the 
Church in Smyrna, in Aſia the leſſer. In which, as the 
caſe of this Church did greatly differ from the condition 
of ſome of the reſt to whom he alſo wrote, and that, both 
in reſpect of ſuffering and integrity: The meſſage ſent 
to her, is likewiſe very diſſimilar to thoſe directed to 
them. There is no charge exhibited againſt this Church; 
but all that is ſpoken to her, runs in the amiable ſtile of 


commendation and approbation. Not, that we are once - 


to ſuppoſe; that either miniſters or people were altogether 
without failings and ſhort-comings in the way of duty; 
but they were free from groſs heriſies and ſcandals, fin. 
cerely aiming at their duty in their places and ſtations ; 
and all this, amidſt the ' perplexing difadvantages of po- 
verty and perſecution: And therefore her kind and ſym- 
pathizing Head, was graciouſly pleaſed to paſs over her 
infirmities. | | | 

In the preface to this Epiſtle, our Lord Jeſus takes 
ſuch: names and deſignations to himſelf, as tended belt to 


ſuit the caſe and circumftances of thoſe to whom it was 


directed. Theſe things, ſaith the firſt and the laſt, who 
was dead, and is alive. He who was dead, that ke might 
procure the Crown of Life for you, and is alive again, to 
ſet it upon your heads when once your courſe is foiſhed. 


In the body of the epiſtle, our Lord declares, that he 


was not only moſt intimately acquainted with the preſent 
condition of this Church, but he likewiſe informs her, 
that her future trials were already preſent to his all-ſee- 
ing eye, © I know thy works, and tribulations, and po- 
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verty; but thou art rich,” rich in faith and good 
works, though outwardly poor, poor in reality, and poor 
in the world's eſteem. He comforts her under preſent 
trials, and encourages her in the proſpect of future tribu- 
lations. I know thy works, that is, I approve of thy works: 
And ſuch a declaration was truly comforting for the pre- 
ſent. And as to what ſhe had yet to ſuffer, he ſaith, 
Fear none of theſe things: Which words, taken in their 
connection, are not, merely to be taken as an exhortation 
to duty, but as alſo containing a promiſe of all needful 
comfort and. ſupport under whatever ſufferings were yet 
before her hand. And in the faith's * of this 
being her privilege, ſhe is exhorted to perſevere in the 
way of duty to the end; knowing, her labour ſhould not 
be in vain in the Lord: Be thou faithful unto death, 
« and I will give thee a crown of life.” In which words, 

It, We have a moſt pathetic exhortation tendered, Be 
thou faithful unto death. | 

2dly, A moſt ſweet and encouraging motive to enforce 
the exhortation. 7 will give thee a crown of life. 


In the exhortation we may notice, 
1. To whom it is directed; and that is to the angel, 
miniſtry, or office-bearers in the Church of Smyrna, as is 
obvious from the direction of the epiſtle, ver. 8. Yet, 
the exhortation is not ſo to them as to exclude the peo- 
ple under their charge; being equally bound, in their 
places and ſtations, to the performance of the duty en- 
joined, with thoſe who were over them in the Lord; 
and ſtanding in as much need of direction, in the way of 
duty, and encouragement in order to their perſevering 
therein to the end, as they did. | 
2. We have the exhortation itſelf, Be thou faithful. 
As if our Lord had ſaid, ſtedfaſtly maintain your faith in, 
| faithfulneſs to, and dependence upon me in the ſeveral 
ſtations wherein I have called you to act. 
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way of faithfulneſs to me. And, if it ſhould be ſo, faith- 


fulneſs is {till your indiſpenſible duty; and what the Spirit 
ſaid: to this Church, he is {till ſaying, to all the churches 
of the ſaints. He is in the ſame manner beſpeaking every 
one of us, Be thou faithful unto death ; faithful unto the 
laſt, whatever your ſo being hath, or may yet coſt you. 
In the motive to enforce the exhortation, netice, 
1. A gracious reward annexed to faithfulneſs. A 


crown. will give thee a crown. This promiſed 


crown, is expreſſive of all that glory and felicity, the ſaints 
are eternally to poſſeſs in the world to comm. 


2. We may obſerve the nature and quality of this 


crown; and it is, without controverſy, of all crowns the 
moſt to be deſired ; a Crown of life. Eternal glory is 


here deſigned a crown of life, as oppoſed td the preſent 


condition of this Church, and to what ſome in it were 


likely to loſe for Chriſt, viz. a natural life. Our Lord 


promiſes, that though they ſhould lay down a temporal 
life in his ſervice, they ſhould moſt certainly be crown- 
ed with all the felicity and glory of an eternal one. 

3. We may obſerve how this crewn is to be conferred, 
and that is in the way of free gift. Our Lord does not 
ſay, be faithful unto death, and ſo merit a crown of life 
unto yourſelves. No, but be thou faithful unto death, 


and I will moſt freely and gratuitouſſy give you the 


crown. Though this inriching and dignifying jcrown is 
only to be expected in the way of our being faithful in 
the ſervice of Chriſt, yet, it is by no means to be beſtow- 
ed upon us on the account of our faithfulneſs. Ro 

4. We may obſerve from whom this crown is to be 
expected, and that is our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, He who is 
the firſt and the laſt; and who was dead, and is alive 
again, He who was graciouſly pleaſed to wear the crowt\ 
of thorns and the purple robe, that we might wear the 


crown of life, and the, garments of ſalvation, He who 


once had the burden of purchafing the crown of life, and 
now enjoys the honour actually to beſtow it upon all the 
heirs of promiſe. - © fi. 4 A 8 
5. Laſtly, We may obſerve the certainty of the pro- 
mile ; I, ſays Chriſt,will give thee a crown of life, I pro- 
| miſe 
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mife it to you, I who am the Amen, the faithful and true 
Witneſs, and fo cannot deceive, you. Be thou faithful, 
and I will not fail to give thee the crown. He may juftly 
command what he wil, who can both promiſe and alſo 
perform whatever he pleaſes. 405 95 
- From this view of the words, we obſerve the following 

doftrine, ' ro | 


is Docr. As our Lord Jeſus requires, that all who ſerve 


him, do it faithfully, whatever their doing ſo may coſt 


them: So he has, for their encouragement, graciouſly 
engaged himſelf, by promiſe, in due time, to crown them 
with eternal life. 3 # + 
In ſpeaking to this doctrine, as the Lord may be pleaſ- 
ed to enable, The method I ſhall obſerve, is, 


I. To ſpeak of the duty enjoined, be thize faithful unte 
o = | 

IT. Offer ſome thoughts concerning the gracious reward, 
the crown of life. | 


* 


III. Enquire a little into the connection there is be- 


twixt faithfulneſs unto death in the ſervice of Chriſt, and 
the enjoyment of the crown of life. ; 
IV. Make ſome improvement of the whole. 


The firſt thing is, to ſpeak of the duty enjoined, “ Be 
« thou faithful unto death.” And we ſhall, on this occa- 
ſion, chiefly conſider it as reſpecting the miniſters of 
Chriſt, : except in ſo far as it may fall under conſideration 
in the improvement of the ſubject, as reſpecting all who 
ſerve our Lord Jeſus, in whatever ſtation. The duty of 
_ miniſterial faithfulneſs then, may be viewed, as n 

a three-fold object: ½, Jeſus Chriſt their great Lor 
and Maſter. zdly, Themſelves. 3dly, The people com- 
mitted to their charge. = | ' 

/, The, miniſters of Chriſt are to be faithful to him : 
To be ſo is their indiſpenſible duty, their greateſt ho- 
nour; and, through grace, it will be their higheſt ambi- 
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tion. Now, for miniſters of the goſpel to be faithful to 
Chriſt, will be found to include the following things: 

1. Their having his call to act in that high and honou- 
rable ſtation. None can act faithfully for Chriſt, who 


runs unſent. Our Lord himſelf, took not upon him the 


honour of the Mediatorial office without his Father's call 
and appointment; Heb. v. 4, 5. And no man taketh 
ce this honour unto himſelf, but he who is called of God, 
« as was Aaron: So alſo Chriſt glorified not himſelf to be 
% made an High Prieſt ; but he who ſaid unto him, Thou 
c art my Son, to-day have I begotten thee.” Faithful 
Prophets were ſent, and Apoſtles and Evangeliſts had 
their commiſſion from Chriſt ; and though extraordinary 
gifts and office-bearers, are now ceaſed, and an immediate 
call to the miniſtry, no more to be expected : Yet, the 
Lord ſtill continues to call men to the work of the goſpel, 
in an ordinary and mediate. way ; and that by inclining 
their hearts to ſerve him in the goſpel of his Son, furniſh. 
ing them with a competent meaſure of gifts and prudence; 
and opening a door in his providence, by which they 
may enter into his ſervice, in an orderly and regular 
manner. fag eee NY 

2. Faith in Chriſt. Faithfulneſs to him, ſprings from 
faith in him. To be faithful to Chriſt, is to pleaſe God ; 
but without faith, it is impoſlible to pleaſe him ; Heb. xi. 6. 


David ſaith, © I have believed, therefore have J ſpoken.” 


And to the ſame purpoſe ſpeaks the Apoſtle Panl, 2 Cor. 
iv. 13. © We —_— the {ame ſpirit of faith, according as 


„it is written, I believed, and therefore have I ſpoken : 
* We alſo believe, and therefore ſpeak.” 

3. Some tolerable meaſure of knowledge and acquain- 
tance with the ſeveral parts of the work and ſervice he 
calls for at their hands. All faithful ſervice performed to 
Chriſt, is founded in the knowledge of his will, as mani- 
felted in his word: And all who are in reality his faithful 
ſervants, have not only a fpeculative knowledge of his will 
as externally revealed; but alſo ſome meaſure of ſavin 
and internal acquaintance therewith. All who have ever 
been brought to believe in Chriſt, and to act faithfully for 
him, have heard and learned of the Father; John vi. 35. 


They 
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They have that knowledge of divine things, that fleſh 
and blood cannot give, but our Father who is in heaven. 


4. A cordial and hearty acquieſcing in, and complia 
with their Mafter's will, fo far as has diſcern EN 
up, without conſulting with fleſh and blood, or ſetting up 
ſelf-will, wiſdom, or carnal eaſe, in competition therewith. 
The Apoſtle Paul, that moſt eminently faithful ſervant of 
2 Chriſt, tells us, that when it pleaſed God to reveal 

is Son in him, that he ſhould preach him among the hea- 
then, he did not confer with fleſh and blood; Gal. i. 16. 
5. A real and hearty concern for the advancement of 


his honour and declarative glory, in every part of the 


work he employs them in where faithfulnefs to Chriſt real- 


ly obtains among the miniſters of the goſpel. In preach- 


ing the word, there will be a ſingle eye to his glory, in 
the ſalvation of their fouls among whom they labour. 
They will not preach themſelves ; feel their own honour, 
nor hunt after the applauſe of men ; but will, through 
grace, ſincerely endeavour that God in all things may be 
glorified, 2 Cor. iv. 5. © We preach not ourſelves, but 


„ Chriſt Jeſus the Lord; and ourſelves your ſervants for 


& Jeſus ſake.” In their judicative capacities, they 
will faithfully endeavour to judge for the Lord, who, in 
their ſo doing, is with them in the judgment. They will 
be conſcientiouſly careful to decide controverſies, and ap- 
ply the cenſures of the Church without knowing faces, 
or acting partially: Well knowing, that the foul of 
the peaſant is as precious in the fight of their great Lord, 
as that of the prince. The ſpirit of God calls miniſters to 
be faithful in this matter, in the moſt preſſing and ſolemn 
manner, 1 Tim. v. 20, 21. Them who ſm rebuke be- 
&« fore all, that others alſo may fear. I charge thee be- 
© fore God and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the elect An- 
* gels, that thou obſerve theſe things, without prefer- 
& ring one before another, doing nothing by partiality.“ 


In ſo far as they are inſtrumental in putting men into 


the miniſtry, they will be careful] ro commit the word of 
reconciliation into the hands of faithful men ; at leaſt faith- 
ful as they ſuppoſe; 2 Tim. ii. 2. And the things 
% which thou haſt heard of me among many * the 
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fame commit thou to faithful men, © who ſhall. be able 
10 to teach others alſo”? and to the ſame purpoſe is 
that we have, 1 Tim. v. 22. Lay hands ſuddenly on 
© no man, neither be partaker of other mens ſins; keep 
“ thyſelf pure.” It is. moſt ſinful for thoſe who are 
naughty to preſs themſelves into the miniſtry ; and in ſo 
far as any are inſtrumental] in giving encouragement to 
ſuch, they are partakers with them in their fin. | 

6. Faithfulneſs to Chriſt has in it an earneſt and hearty 
concern for the maintenance of the truth, and the preſer- 
vation of the purity of all his ordinances. Faithful mini- 
ſters are ſet for the defence of the goſpel of Chriſt, and 
diſpoſed through grace, to keep by the word of his pati- 
ence, Rev. iii. 10. Which may be underſtood of any of the 
truths of Chriſt, which comes more immediately to be con- 
troverted and oppoſed by men of corrupt minds. 

7. Laſtly, To be faithful unto Chriſt in the work of 
the miniſtry, has in it, not only a real deſire to ſerve 
their own generation, according to the will of God, but 
alſo, the uſing of their beſt endeavours to hand down a 
teſtimony for the purity of goſpel doctrine, diſcipline and 
worſhip to the generations yet to come. As alſo, for that 
form of government the Lord Jeſus has appointed to be 
obſerved in the church ; which form of government is 
neither Eraſtian on the one hand, nor Independent on the 
other; but Preſbyterial. Conſiſting in the due ſubordina- 
tion of one judicatory to another. As is clear from 
Math. xviii. 15,—19. chap. xvi. 19. Acts xiii. 1,4. 
1 Tim. iv. 14. Acts xv. with many other texts which 
might be adduced. That Preſbytery is the only form of 
government the Lord Jeſus has appointed to be obſerv- 
ed in the Church, is made evident to every unprejudiſed 
mind, in the propoſitions concerning Church-government, 
bound in with our excellent Confeſſion of Faith; together 
with ſeveral other learned tracts, which have been wrote 
on that ſubject by divines, eminent both for learning and 
piety ; and theſe not only in this, but alſo in our neigh- 
bouring kingdoms, in their contending for Preſbytery 
againſt Eraſtians on the one fide, and thoſe of the Inde- 
pendent perſuaſion on the other. A teſtimony for theſe 
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things, ſuch as would deſire mercy of the Lord to be 


faithful, will be concerned to tranſmit to poſterity. This 
we are, by the Spirit of God, moſt earneftly called to do, 
Pſal. Ixxviii; 5, 6, 7. © He eſtabliſhed a teſtimony in Ja- 
cob, and appointed a law in Iſrael, which he command- 
« ed our fathers, that they ſhould make them known to 
their children: That the generation to come might 
know them, even the children which ſhould be born; 
« who ſhould ariſe and declare them to their children : 
“ That they might ſet their hope in God, and not forget 
« the works of God, but keep his commandments.” Ihe 
ſame duty is enjoined us, Pal. xlviii. 12, 13, 14. 
« Walk about Zion, and go round-about her : Tell the 
«© towers thereof. Mark ye well her bulwarks, conſider 
her palaces; that ye may tell it to the generations fol- 
% lowing, For this God is our God for ever and ever; 
“% he will be our guide even nnto death.“ | 
24ly, Miniſters of the goſpel are to be faithful to them: 
ſelves; and if they would be fo indeed, they will find it 
abſolutely needful to be unite to the perſon of Chriſt by 
faith, as their Saviour and Redeemer : That their hearts 
be right with God, and ſound in his ſtatutes. They will 
find themſelves under an indiſpenſible neceſſity to make a 
home and particular application of the truths they deliver 
unto others, to their own ſouls. If they would be found 
faithful to themſelves, they will endeavour in the ſtrength 
of grace, to put the duties in practice themſelves which 
they recommend to their hearers. While they keep the 
vineyard of the church, they will carefully watch over 
their own. They will not fail to endeavour to ſet the 
duties of religion before their people, not only in the pul- 
pit, but alſo by a tender and circumſpect walk and con- 
verſation. If theſe and ſuch like things are not to be 
found in the character of the goſpel miniſters, after they 
have- preached Chriſt to others, they may themſelves be 
caſt- away, and in the end be led furth with the workers 
of iniquity, 1 Cor. ix. 26, 27. © I therefore fo run, not 
& as uncertainly; fo fight I, not as one that beateth the 
e air: But I keep under my body, and bring it into ſub- 
<« jection: Leſt that by any means, when I have preached 
© to others, I myſelf thould be a caſt-away.“ | 
5 34ly, Miniſterial 
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.- 34ly, Miniſterial faithfulnefs has a reſpect to thoſe of 
whoſe ſouls miniſters of the goſpel under Chriſt have the 
charge. And for miniſters to be faithful to thoſe chey 
are over in the Lord, carries in it : 

1. Their preaching ſound doctrine, free from and un- 
mixed with the leaven of error and hereſy. Concernin 
this, the apoſtle Paul gives Titus a charge, and in him all 
the miniſters of Chriſt to the end of time, chap. ii. 1. 
« But ſpeak thou the things which become found doc: 
« trine.” And he adds, ver. 7, 8.“ Indodtrine thewing 
e uncorruptneſs, ſound ſpeech that cannot be condemned.“ 
And Timothy is exhorted to hold faſt the form of ſound 
words, 2 lim. 1. 13. Iheſe and the many like directions 
tendered in the word of God, miniſters of the goſpel muſt 
carefully attend unto, as they would be found faithful ro 
thoſe committed to their charge; and for that end, ſhould 
be much in the ſtudy of the ſcriptures, joined with fer- 
vent prayer, that the Spirit of God may gnide them into 
all the truth, according to our Lord's moſt gracious pro- 
miſe, John xvi. 12, 13. They ſhould moreover, give 
themſelves ro the reading of approven ſyſtems of divinity; 
among which our excellent ſtandards juſtly claim the pre- 
cedency, and, comparing fcripture with ſcripture, they 
o_ to give the moſt heedful attention to the analogy of 

aith. | | 

2. A real endeavour, according to their capacity and 
meaſure of knowledge, to keep back nothing from their 
hearers, that they judge, as in rhe fight of God, may 
tend to the editication of their ſouls, Ihis is what the 
apoſtle Paul calls the not ſhunning to declare the whole counſel 
of God, Acts xx. 27. And while nothing is to be kept 
back, faithful miniſters will not fail to inſiſt moſt upon 
theſe truths which are of greateſt moment and weight. 
Such as the depravity of man's nature, his miſery of con- 
ſequence, with his utter inability to do any thing for his 
own recovery out of the ſnare of the devil. The way of 
his recovery by virtue of the undertaking, incarnation, | 
life, death, reſurrection and interceſſion of the Son of God. 
The truths reſpecting the perſon of Chriſt, his fulneſs of 
ſaving offices, and juſlifying and ſanctifying grace, With 
the 
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the way in which ſinful men come really to have an inte- 
reſt in him, with all his riches of grace and glory; which 
is only by union to his perſon, through the faith of his 
ſpirit's opperation ; Eph. ii, 8. By grace are ye ſaved, 
* through faith; and that not of yourſelves: It is the 
« gift of God.“ L 


3- Miniſters who would be found faithful to thoſe un- 


der their charge, will find it highly needful to take heed, 


how, as well as what they preach, 

They will find cauſe to do it plainly, in imitation of 
him whoſe alone province it is to declare the whole 
counſel of God. He preached mot plainly. When he 
was pleaſed to uſe ſimilitudes, tho? he could have fetched 
them from the heights above, or from the deeps beneath ; 
yet, he was pleaſed to take them from theſe objects and 
cuſtoms with which his hearers were moſt intimately ac- 
quaint. Yea, ſo very condeſcending was he in his manner 
of teaching, that he ſometimes ſpeaks as if he had been at 
a loſs to know how he might beſt adapt his diſcourſe to 
the capacities of his hearers ; Mark xiv.' 30. Where- 
% unto (faith he,) ſhall we liken the kingdom of God, or 
&«& with what compariſon ſhall we compare it?“ 

They will find it highly expedient, to ſet the truths of 
the goſpel before their people, in a clear, diſtin, conciſe 
and connected manner; fo as that the connection with, 
and dependence of one truth upon another, may readily 
appear to their underſtandings. Thoſe truths they bring 
forth unto their hearers, they are to ſeek out, and ſet in 
order before hand, after the example of the Royal 
Preacher in Iſrael, Eccl. xii. 9. Such as deſire to be 
faithful to the ſouls of thoſe for whom they watch, 
will not put them off with that which coſt them no- 
thing. | | 

Fathfulneſs, as to the manner of preaching the goſpel, 


carries in it, the delivering of the truth with ſuch a mea- 


ſure of boldneſs, gravity and earneſtneſs, as may give the 
| hearers to know, they are really in earneſt to have their 
meſſage received. Thus dealt the apoſtle Paul with thoſe 
to whom he preached and wrote, Rom. xii. 1.“ I be. 
e ſeech you,” ſays he to the Romans, ** Brethren, by 
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ce the mercies of God, that ye preſent your bodies a liv. 
“ ing facrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your 
« reaſonable ſervice.” Moreover, they mult lay before 
their hearers, the greatneſs of their ſin, with the danger 
they will expoſe themſelves unto, if they receive not the 
truth in the love of it, that they may be ſaved. They 
muſt be given to know, that ſnch as believe not, ſhall be 
damned, Mark xvi. 16. And that final neglectors of the 
ſalvation - exhibited in the goſpel, can by no means eſcape | 
the puniſhment of everlaſting deſtruction from the preſence | 
of the Lord, when he ſhall come to be glorified in his 
ſaints, and admired in all thoſe who do believe. 

4. For miniſters to be faithful to thoſe under their 
charge, includes their exciting and ſtirring them up care- 
fully to maintain good works, Tit. iii, 8. This is a 
faithful ſaying, and theſe things I will that thou affirm 
« conſtantly, that they who have believed in God, might 
ce be careful to maintain good works: Theſe things are good 
* and profitable unto men.” And while they thus call 
them to performance of the duties of religion, they will 
not fail at the ſame time, to lay before them the true 
ſprings of goſpel holineſs. Namely, deliverance from the 
law as a covenant of works, faith's union to the perſon of 
Chriſt, with conſtant dependence upon the Spirit of God 
in his grace and gracious influences, for aſſiſtance in order 
to the acceptable performance of every duty. Theſe 
things we find our Lord inſiſted much upon to his diſ- 


- ciples, John xv. 4. © Abide in me, and I in you. As 


„the branch can not bear fruit of itſelf, except it abide 
in the vine: No more can ye, except ye abide in me.“ 
And verſe 8. he adds, © without me ye can do nothing.“ 

And while they muſt give men to know, that their 
ſtrength for the performance of duty is only in Chriſt ; they 
are, With all poſſible care, to guard them againſt truſting 
to their duties, and religious performances, as being a 
foundation upon which they are either in whole, or in 
the ſmalleſt degree, to build their hope of eternal life. 
« For by the works of the law ſhall no fleſh be juſtified,” 
Gal. ii. 16. and, adds the ſame Apoſtle, v. 21. I do 
not fruſtrate the grace of God: For if righteouſneſs 
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* come by the law, then Chriſt is dead in vain.” Tho? the 
end everlaſting life, and the means leading thereunto, 
muſt not, and will not be put aſſunder by loch as would 
enjoy the crown of life. Yet, it is not to be expect- 
ed by any, becauſe they uſe theſe means, but only in the 
way of the believing improvement of them, 

5. If miniſters would be faithful to the flocks commit. 
ted to their charge, they muſt be willing to ſpend, and 
be ſpent for their ſouls good and edification, and that tho” 
it ſhould ſome times ſo fall out, that the more they evi- 
dence their love to them in the faithful diſcharge of their 
duty, the leſs they be beloved of them. They muſt 
endeavour to ſtrengthen the weak, comfort the down- 
caſt, ſympathiſe with the tempted, warn the unrully, re- 
book, reprove and exhort, with all long ſuffering and 
doctrine. All this is contained in what the Apoſtle Paul 
tells us he aimed at in all his adminiſtrations, Col. i. 28, 
29. We preach, warning every man, and teaching 
% every, man in all wiſdom; that we may preſent every 
% man perfect in Chriſt Jeſus : Whereunto I alſo labour 
« ſtriving according to his working, which worketh in me 
& mightily.” 5 5M | 

We fhall only further add upon this head, that this 
duty of faithfulneſs, as it reſpects the above threefold ob- 
jet; is to be perſiſted in unto the end. Be thou faith. 


ful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life. 


Men are not crowned, except they ſtrive lawfully. Ap- 
parent faithfulneſs for a while, will not be found a proper 
compliance with this exhortation, Gal. ini. 4. Miniſters 
who would be found faithful, muſt count nothing dear, 
no not life itſelf, if ſo be they would finiſh their courſe 
with joy, and the miniſtry committed unto them, Acts xx, 
24. All the oppoſition they may meet with in the way of 
duty, and all the ſcandal that may be caſt upon the ways 
of God by a profane world on the one hand, or by the 
backſliding and apoſtaſy of profeſſed friends upon the other, 
mult not prevail with them to take their hand from the 


plough: But they muſt remember the words of the Lord 
Jeſus; „ Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give 


« thee a crown of life.“ 


II. The 
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For we ſhall ſee him as he is.” And to the ſame pur- 
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II. The ſecond head was to offer ſome thoughts con- 
cerning the gracious reward, promiſed by Chriſt to all 
who ſerve him faithfully in whatever ſtation he is pleaſed 
in his providence to put them; and it is here called a 
crown of life. And as we are hereby to underſtand all 
that honour, felicity and glory, of which the ſaints are to 
be poſſeſſed in the heavenly reſt. | 

Firſt, We may conſider the glory in reſerve for the 
ſaints, as a crown. | 

Secondly, As a crown of life, 


It was firſt propoſed to conſider the glory in reſerve for 
the ſaints as a crown. Wherefore is the glory to be re- 
vealed. called a crown ? 

1. It is ſo called, to point furth the exceeding great- 
neſs of that honour and dignity to be conferred upon the 
people of God in the heavenly reſt. A crown is an em- 
blem of majeſty, and denotes the kingly and imperial dig- 
nity, wherewith they are to be inveſted. They are the 
children of the king, the King of kings. Yea, they are 
themſelves kings and prieſts unto God, Rev. i. 6. They 
are in their regeneration, born heirs unto a kingdom 
that cannot be moved, and which it is their Father's good 
pleaſure to give them, Luke xii. 32. And they muſt 
have a crown; and for a throne, the Captain of Salvation 
will give them to fit with him in his throne, Rev. ii. 21. 
« To him that overcometh, will I give to fit with me in 
« my throne, even as I alſo overcame, and am ſet 
% down with my Father in his throne.” 

2. Glory is called a crown, to ſet furth the fulneſs and 
perfection of the felicity of the ſaints. A crown is of that 
figure and make, that it incircles the whole head; and the 
ſais will be poſſeſſed of glory, both objectively, in their 
being admitted into the immediate viſion and fruition of 
God, and ſubjectively, in their likeneſs and conformity to 
him. Hence faith the Apoſtle John in his firſt epiſtle, 
chap. iii. 2. Beloved, now are we the ſons of God, 
« and it doth not yet appear what we mall be; but we 
« know, that when he ſhall appear, we ſhall be like him: 
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« thy face in righteouſneſs. I ſhall be ſatisfied, when 1 


e awake, with thy likeneſs.” 

3. Glory is called a crown, to point furth the period 
at which the ſaints are to be admitted to the full enjoy- 
ment thereof; and that is not until they ſhall be made 
compleatly conquerors over all their ſpiritual enemies, 
through him who loved them. Our Lord ſeems here to 
allude to ſome of the cuſtoms of running or wreſtling, 
which obtained much in the eaſtern countries, where 
thoſe who proved victorious, were crowned with ſome 
garland or crown, as an emblem of victory and conqueſt, 
1 Cor. ix. 24, 25. Know ye not, (faith the Apoſtle,) 
* that they who run in a race, run all, but one receiveth 
« the prize; ſo run that ye may obtain. And every man 
% who ſtriveth for the maſtery, is temperate in all things: 
& Now, they do it to obtain a corruptible crown, but 
% we an incorruptible.“ 

Secondly, It was propoſed upon this head, to conſider 
the glory to be conferred upon the ſaints as a crown of 
life. It is called a crown of righteouſneſs, 2 Tim. iv. 8. 
Henceforth, ſays the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, © There 
« is laid up for me a crown of righteouſneſs, which the 
Lord the righteous judge ſhall give me at that day:“ 
And leſt any ſhcald be ready to think this crown is in re- 
ſerve only for prophets, apoſtles and other faithful mini- 
ſters, he adds, And not to me only, but to all them al- 
„ ſo who love his appearing.” — 

It is called a crown of glory, 1 Pet. v. 4. where, after 
exhorting goſpel miniſters to faithfulneſs and diligence as 
an encouragement thereto, he adds, © And when the 
« chief Shepherd ſhall appear, ye ſhall receive a crown of 
glory that fadeth not away.” 

In James 1. 12. it is deſigned, as in the text, a crown 
of life. Blefled is the man who endureth temptation : 


« For when he is tried, he ſhall recieve the crown of life, 


«© which the Lord hath promiſed to them who love him.“ 
Now 

15 Glory may be called a crown of life, to put us in 
mind of what we lot by our fall and apoſtaſy in the firſt 
Adam. By our breach of covenant in him, we forfeited 
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our temporal life to the juſtice of God, we loſt a life of 
fellowſhip with God on earth ; and gave up with all title 
and claim to eternal life in heaven. Life, eternal life, is 
the great bleſſing men have loſt by the breach of the firſt 
covenant; and it is the great and leading bleſſing procured 
for them by the fulfilment of the ſecond ; Tit. 1. 2. In 
* hope of eternal life, which God who cannot lie, pro- 
© miſed before the world began ;? And, faith the Apoſtle, 
Rom. vi. 23. © The gift of God is eternal life, through 
«« Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.” 

2. Glory may be called a crown of life, to ſet furth the 
myſterious nature thereof. Life has in it ſomethin 
which is full of myſtery. And the Apoſtle tells us, © Eye 
& hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, neither have entered in- 
« to the heart of man, the things which God hath pre- 
© pared for them who love him,” 1 Cor. li. 9. And the 
ſame Apoſtle, when ſpeaking elſewhere of the glory to be 
revealed, 2 Cor, iv. 17, 18. He calls it a weight; a 
great weight; an exceeding great weight ; and an eter- 
nal weight of glory. All which expreſſions, do, in the 
moſt ample manner, ſet before us the inconceivable and 
myſterious nature of the heavenly inheritance. 

3. It may be called life, becauſe life is of all things the 
moſt ſweet and deſirable, Satan, for once ſpoke the truth, 
tho? of bad deſign, when he ſaid, ** All that a man hath 
« will he give 2 his life,” Job ii. 4. And if a temporal 
life, imbittered with ſo many trials, as are become una- 
voidable by reaſon of ſin, be ſo very deſirable, what muſt 
an eternal one, crowned with all poſlible felicity, really 
prove to be? 

4. Glory may be called life, to ſet forth the activity 
of the ſaints in glory. Where there is life, there is ac- 


tion. Heaven will not only be found to be a place of re- 


treat from toil, labour and ſorrow ; but alſo a place of 
moſt active ſervice. There the inhabitants reſt not day 
nor night, nor yet ſay they are weary, Rev. iv. 8. What 
their employment is, either as to matter or manner, the 
day will beſt declare: Only we are ſure, the high praiſes 
of redeeming love, will forever fill the hearts and mouths 
of the ranſomed of the Lord; Iſa. xxxv. 10. And the 
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& ranſomed of the Lord ſhall return, and come to Zion 
«« with longs, and everlaſting joy upon their heads: They 


* ſhall obtain joy and gladneſs, and ſorrow and ſighin 
« ſhall flee away.” And to this agree the words of the 


. Apoſtle ; Rev. v. 9. © And they ſung a new ſong, ſay- 


« wg, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open 
«& the ſeals thereof: For thou waſt ſlain, and has re- 
« deemed us to God by thy blood, out of every kindred, 
“and tongue, and people, and nation.” 7 

5. Glory is here called a crown of life as oppoſed to 
what ſome in this Church were likely to loſe for Chriſt. 
They had ſuch an intimation, as that ſome of them at 
leaſt, might lay their account with ſuffering marterdom in 
their Maſter's cauſe. And it is very ordinary in fcripture, 
to meet with the heavenly glory ſet furth by ſuch expreſ- 
ſions as tend to oppoſe it to the various calamities the 
people of God are moſt frequently triſted with in a preſent 
world; ſuch as treaſure for the poor, reſt for the weary, 
and joy for the mourner. So here our Lord faith, be 
not afraid to lay down a temporal life, if I ſhall call for 
it; for when you have ſo done, you ſhall take up an 
eternal one, attended with the moſt confummate joy and 
felicity. 4 — 

6. Laſtly, Glory is called a crown of life, to ſet furth 
the durable and laſting nature thereof. Heaven is an un- 
defiled inheritance, and therefore, it fadeth not away. 
This crown ſhall not wither, nor will the head decay from 
under it; but to eternity it ſhall flouriſh, when temporal 
kingdoms and crowns, pomp and ſplendor ſhall be no 
more. For there the Lord commands the bleſſing, even 
life for evermore. 


III. The third thing in the method was, to touch a 


| Httle at the connection betwixt faithfulneſs to the death 


in the ſervice of Chriſt, and the enjoyment of the crown 
of life. And, ; 

1. Let it be obſerved, that there is no cafual or me- 
ritorious connection. No, to affirm there is, would be to 
Ay in the face of the leading and chief deſign of God in 
the whole economy of redemption, which is to ſhew the 

| wy exceeding 
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exceeding riches of his grace, in his kindneſs to us through 


Chriſt Jeſus. Free and rich grace ſhines furth in the con- 
trivance of redemption, Job xxxiii. 24. in the purchaſe 
of it, 2 Cor. viii. 9. And it is no leſs conſpicuous and 
manifeſt in the application thereof, Eph. ti. 8. And the 
glory to be revealed, is called grace, 1 Pet. 1. 13. And 
the mercy of our Lord Jeſus Curiſt, Jude ver. 21. 

2. There is nevertheleſs a connection betwixt faithful- 
neſs to the death, and the crown. And that, 

1. In the purpoſe of God, thoſe of whom he has been 
pleaſed to make choice to life everlaſting, to them he pur. 
poſed to give grace in time; and perſeverance in it to the 
end; and then to crown grace with glory; Rom. viii. 30. 
« Moreover, whom he did predeſtinate, them he alſo 
© called: And whom he called, them he alſo juſtified : 
& And whom he juſtified, them he alſo glorified.“ 

2. In the promiſe of God, ** Be thou faithful unto 
« death, and I will give thee a crown of life.” A gra- 
cious God, tho! he cannot make himſelf our debtor, has 
nevertheleſs been pleaſed to make himſelf debtor to his 
own faithfulneſs pledged in the promiſe. Hence ſaith the 


Apoſtle, © God is not unrighteous,” that is, he is not 


unfaithful “ to forget your work and labour of love, 
« which ye have ſhewed toward his name, in that ye have 
© miniſtered to the ſaints, and do miniſter,” Heb. vi. 10. 


The crown then is to be expected in the way of being 
Faithful; but not on the account of our faithfulneſs, but 


on account of the free and faithful promiſe of God con- 
firmed with the precious blood of Jeſus. 

3. Laſtly, There is a connection betwixt faithfulneſs 
and the enjoyment of the crown of life, in reſpect of evi. 
dence. When any are brought by grace to act faithfully 
for Chriſt, and enabled to hold out faithfully to the end; 
it is a comfortable evidence to themſelves, that theirs is 
the kingdom of God. It has alſo a tendency in ſome 
meaſure, to evidence it to others; Rev. xxii. 14. Bleſ- 
* ſed are they who do his commandments, that they may 
“ have a right to the tree of life, and may enter in 
« through the gates unto the city,” As if our Lord had 
ſaid, bleſſed are they who keep the commandments of 
Cod, and by their ſo doing, having evidenced themſelves 
9 


ax - — 


——u__—_—— 22 ˙— Vp — 2 — —— n 
* 


— 92 — —̃ . 
— 


— — . IS 461-4 
os» Dy — 


— es e 


81! 


(4 44 ) 


to be my real diſciples and faithful ſervants; ſhall have 
authority and dignity vouchſafed to them by my free 
grant, to enter upon the full poſſeſſion of all the bleffed 
fruits which ſpring from me the tree of life. But it is now 


time we make ſome improvement of the ſubject, which 


was the laſt thing propoſed in the method. And, 

The fir / uſe of the doctrine may be of information: 

1. Then, Is a call from Chriſt to the work of the mi- 
niſtry neceſſary in order to faithfulneſs to him in that work? 
Then we may ſee what to think of ſuch as ruſh into the 
miniſterial function, without any proper call thereto. 
There are many in our day, who aſſume the character of 
miniſters unto themſelves, without any call whatſoever, 
except it be ſome enthuſiaſtical impulſe within themſelves. 
And beſides theſe, there are many who climb up into the 
pulpit by the way of a preſentation, from one who, per- 
haps, is no friend either to Church or State; and inſtead 
of waiting the call of thoſe among whom they propoſe to 
labour, a many intrude themſelves, or are intruded 
upon the heritage of God, over the belly of all the oppo- 
ſition they have it in their power to make? And with ma- 


ny of them, the event in the caſe of the flock is, as our 


Lord tells us it would prove, John x. 5. A ſtranger 
& will they not follow, but will flee from him: For they 


% know not the voice of ſtrangers.” Such as run unſent, 


and they who hear them, would need ſeriouſly to conſider 
what the Spirit of God affirms concerning both, Jer. xxiii. 
21. 32. © have not ſent theſe Prophets, yet they ran: 
& have not ſpoken to them, yet they propheſied. Vet I 
tc ſent them not, nor commanded them; therefore they 
& ſhall not profit this people at all, ſaith the Lord.” 


From the above texts, and many others which might be 


mentioned; it 1s evident, that whatever the Lord may do 
in ſovereignty by the miniſtry of ſuch as have not his call ; 
they who hear them, have no ſcriptural ground upon 
which they can expect to be profited by them: Nor can 
they with confidence, pray for a bleſſing upon their ad- 
miniſtrations. 
2. We may ſee that miniſters who are careleſs about 
the condition of their own ſouls, can never be faithful to 
our 
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our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Tho' fuch may have gifts, and 
not be altogether without ſucceſs; yet, they cannot be 
faithful, nor have the eye ſingle for the glory of God in 
the duties they perform; however good thoſe may be as 
to the matter of them. 
der of their own ſouls, be really concerned for the wel- 
fare of the ſouls of others? How can ſuch as neglect the 
worſhip of God in their families, at leaſt in the morning, 
recommend it to their hearers to offer unto God the morn- 
ing and evening ſacrifice? How can thoſe, who can with 
freedom go into, and join with the company of promiſcu- 
ous dancers, recommend ſobriety, chaſtity and gravity to 
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How can they, who are unten- 


their hearers? And yet many ſuch there are at this day, 


who call themſelves the miniſters of Jeſus. 


3. We may ſee what to think of ſuch miniſters as are 


not concerned, to the utmoſt of their power, to make 
known the whole myſtery of the goſpel, the whole coun- 


| ſel of God to their hearers; but keep upon general topics 


of diſcourſe, without entering into caſes of conſcience, or 


applying their doctrine againſt the prevailing errors and 


ſinful practices of the times; and all this partly owing 
to a careleſs diſpoſition, or fear of offendin 
faſhionable part of their audience. 
themſelves thus to pleaſe men, other than to their edifi. 
cation; they need to conſider, that in ſo far as this pre- 
vails with them, they are ſerving men, and not our Lord 
Jeſus, Gal. i. 10. If I yet pleaſed men, I ſhould not 
c be the ſervant of Chriſt.” 

4. We may ſee how culpable thoſe miniſters are, who 
do not make it their ſtudy and endeavour, to lay the truths 
of the goſpel plainly before their hearers ; but either 
through inattention, or a worſe principle ; wrap up the 
truths of the goſpel in obſcure and ambiguous phraſes, 
and modes of expreſſion, by which means, many who hear 
them cannot be profited. This, with an affected niceneſs 
in the manner of delivery, is what the Apoſtle Paul calls 
preaching with the enticing words of man's wiſdom, 1 Cor. 
11, 4. But what have the wiſdom of words, and the en- 
ticing words of man's wiſdom to do in the matter of 


preaching a crucified Chriſt? Seeing, there is no deſign 
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of God more obvious in the whole ceconomy of redempti- 
on, than to confound carnal wiſdom. I ſhall only obſerve 
here, that tho? an affected way of preaching the goſpel, 
and the pains taken by ſome, to embelliſh it with the 
flowers of human rhetoric, may pleaſe ſome and offend 
others, it can profit none; being ſuch a manner of 
188 Chriſt, as is expreſsly diſelowed by the Holy 
Ghoſt. 

. Does it belong to the character of faithful miniſters 
of Chriſt, to bear teſtimony to all his truths, ordinances 
and inſtitutions, and eſpecially to ſuch of them as are 
either oppoſed or flighted in their day? Then we may 
ſee what to think of ſome who have of late got up amongſt 
us, who, tho? they profeſs to oppole themſelves ro ſome 
of the ſinful meaſures carried on by the judicatories of 
our national Church, yet, quite overlook any particular 
teſtimony for the purity of doctrines, and are fo far from 
bearing any teſtimony for that form of government the 
Lord Jeſus appointed to be obſerved in the Church, that 
they are not aſhamed to hold themſelves forth to the 
world, as ready to hold miniſterial and chriſtian commu- 
nion with Epiſcopalians, Independents, or any elſe, whom 
their charity may incline them to judge belong to the 


\ 
. 


-houſehold of faith, as occaſion may ſerve, whatever 
their principles be. Is this faithfully to ſerve our Lord 


Jeſus? Or yet to evidence that much boaſted of charity 
and Catholic love, either to the preſent or riſing genera. 
tion? Or is it not to ſay, either Chriſt has not appointed 
any certain form of Church-government ; or if he has, is 
it not to ſay, it is not worth the contending for. or taking 
ahy particular notice of? But thoſe men may be ready to 
ſay, are their not among the various denominations of 
Chriſtians, ſuch as have communion with the Head ? 
And if ſo, we cannot refuſe to receive them in 
Church-communion alſo. We ſhall only "obſerve as to 
this, we are far from denying but there are among Epiſ- 
copalians and Independents, ſuch as really belong to the 
houſehold of faith: And we as readily grant, that there 
is an inviſible union to, and communion with Chriſt, which 
are the privileges of all true believers ; and in virtue of 

which, 


| which, they are all unite to, and have commnnion with 
one another in him. But this communion being altoge- 
ther inviſible, ſuch as the union is, it is very different 
from that open and viſible communion men have toge- 
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ther in the ſacrament of the ſupper; which is not ſo di- 
rectly founded in real vital union to Chriſt (which is the 
privilege of true believers only,) as in a profeſſed union 
to him, and to one another in the truth ; 72 profeſſed- 
ly agreed in and about the ſame principles: So that it is 
not only warrantable, but in a variety of caſes neceſſary, 
to refuſe to hold ſacramental communion, even with ſuch 
as we may judge in charity do really belong to the Head, 
And ſo much the more we are perſuaded this is the caſe 
with them, ſo much the more are we bound in duty to 
teſtify againſt what is amiſs, either in their principles or 
practice, Gal. ii. 11. 12. and to withdraw from brethren 
walking diſorderly, whether in reſpect of principle or 
practice, is far from being inconſiſtent with due reſpect 
to their perſons, or that charity the word of God calls 
us to have for them; which is, to wiſh them as well in 
ſoul, body, and eſtate as ourſelves, and to be in readinefs 
ns occaſion ſerves, to act toward them in a loving and 
beneficent manner. | | 
It may here further be obſerved, that while thoſe men 
have given themſelves out to the world, as if they meant 
in ſome ſort, to oppoſe the progreſs of defection in our 
mother church ; they have at the ſame time, adopted ſuch 
terms of miniſterial and chriſtian communion as ſhe would 
vet be aſhamed of. For tho? it may be perhaps alledged, 
the refuſes few, if any, into her communion who apply for 
admithon ; yet, the has not as yet gone all the length, in 
any judicative capacity, to invite Epiſcopalians and Inde- 
pendents to communion with her, in her ſealing-ordinances. 
6. We may ſee the need miniſters of the goſpel have 
to exerciſe a needy dependence upon the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and in the prayer of faith, to be much at the 
throne of his grace, as ever they would be found faith- 
ful. Their work is great, and who is ſufficient for it? 
How great a matter is it for them to be faithful ? Faith- 
ful to Chriſt, to themſelves, and to the ſouls of thoſe 
committed to their charge ? 25 


7. Lefily, 
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7. Lyſtly, We may ſee, that tho? the glory of God, 
is that which we are firſt and principally to have in our 
eye, in the whole of our conduct; yet, the proſpect of 
the crown of life, is to be improven in a believing man- 
ner, as a ſweet and powerful motive to excite us to the 
duty of faithfulneſs in our ſeveral ſtations. The lively 
hope of ſalvation, is an able helmet to the head in the 
day of trial. Be thou faithful unto death, and I will 
« give thee a crown of life.“ 

Ihe ſecond uſe may be of exhortation. And, 

Firſt, Let us, who are in the ſtation of miniſters of the 
goſpel, ſuffer the word of exhortation. Be thou faithful 
unto death ; and in order hereunto, 

Let us, being ſenſible of our own inſufficiency for the 
faithful diſcharge of our duty to Chriſt, ourſelves, the 
Church in general, or the particular flocks we ſtand more 
immediately connected with. I ſay, let us be concerned 
to maintain faith's dependence upon our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, for all that furniture and through- bearing we 
need in his work. Whatever we need is in him, and we 
have his moſt gracious promiſe to rely upon, that it ſhall 
be communicate according to our neceſſities, John. xiv, 
13. Whatſoever ye ſhall aſk the Father in my name, 
« that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the 
« Son.” 

Let us ſtudy to be more and more acquainted with the 
duties incumbent upon us in the difficult ſphere in which 
we are called to move, and for this end, let us be much 
in the ſtudy of the word of God, joined with fervent 
prayer. 

Let us make Chriſt crucified, the Alpha and Omega of 
our preaching. Let it be our real and hearty concern, 
to ſet him before our hearers, as that good all the promiſes 
contain, as the fulfilment of all the propheſies, and as the 
ſubſtance of all the types. Let us not be negligent in 
ſhewing unto men, their abſolute need of an intereſt in 
him, their hearty welcome to receive him with all his ful- 
neſs, as the free gift of God to them. Ler us alſo ſhew 
them the way in which they can only come to be really 
and ſavingly intereſted in him, namely, their being * 
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the divine power, and effecatious working of the Holy 
Ghoſt, to embrace him by faith, Eph. ii. 8. 

Let us not ſhun to declare unto our hearers the whole 
counſel of God, whether they will hear, or whether they 
will forbear. And let us do it with plainneſs, earneſtneſs, 
and that becoming boldneſs our Lord requires of us, in 
the management of a work, where, with his glory and 
the eternal welfare of precious ſouls ſtand ſo much con- 


nected. And let us always bear in mind for our encou- 


ragement, that however many trials we may meet with 
while we endeavour to act faithfully, and however ſmall 
our ſucceſs ſhould be; our Lord and Maſter will not deal 


with us, at his ſecond appearing, according to our ſucceſs, 


but according to our faithfulneſs. For, faith the Apoſtle, 
in the name of all faithful miniſters, 2 Cor. ii. 15. We are 
« unto God a ſweet ſavour of Chriſt, in them who are 
« ſaved, and in them who periſh.” Our Lord does not 
ſay, be ſucceſsful, as ever you expect the crown; but, 


Be thou faithful, and I will give thee the crown.” 


. Secondly, We ſhall ſhut up this diſcourſe with a word of 
exhortation to you the people. You have heard ſomething 
concerning the duty of thoſe who are over you in the Lord. 


And if it is their indiſpenſible duty to be faithful in the 


ſervice of Chriſt, and in the ſervice of your faith; then, 
it moſt be your indiſpenſible duty to receive their meſſage 
with faith and love. 

Let it therefore be your concern, cordially to comply 
with the exhortation you have, James i. 21. © Where- 
* fore lay apart all filthineſs, and ſuperfluity of naughti- 


“ neſs, and receive with meekneſs the ingrafted word, 


« which is able to ſave your ſouls.” 


Love, reverence and honour your faithful miniſters in * 


the Lord. This you are bound to do, both on his ac- 
count who ſends them to- you ; and for their works ſake : 
And the more faithfully they act, the more you are bound 
to love them. Be ready to yield obedience to them, in 
ſo far as they point out your duty from the word of God, 
Heb. xiii. 17. © Obey them who have the rule over you, 
and ſubmit yourſelves : For they watch for your ſouls, 
** as they who muſt give account.“ 85 

| * Pray 


e 


Pray for your miniſters, that they may be uplield and; 
ſtrengthened of the Lord, in the faithful diſcharge of 
their duty, and that, utterance , may be given them, that 
they may open their, mouths boldly, to make known the 
myſtery of the goſpel.,, , _. EEE EP 
Wait carefully upon the diſpenſation of goſpel ordi- 
nances, and be much in the prayer of faith, for the bleſ- 
ſing of God upon them, that your ſouls may reap real edi- 
fication thereby. 3 TELL # 
Endeavour, in your places and ſtations, to comply with 
the exhortation, be thou faithful unt9 death. Study to 
be.. acquaint, with a life of faith on Chriſt, as ever you 
would be faitbful to him, Abide by his cauſe, and a teſ- 
timony for the ſame ; be concerned ſtedfaſtly to cleave 
to the truth. as it is in Jeſus ; and be not wanting to uſe 
your beſt endeavours, to hand, down a teſtimony for the 
truth to the generations yet to come. And ſtudy. 
through grace, you who are among the faithful in Chriſt 
Jeſus, to be giving daily evidence of your faith in, and. 
faithfulneſs to him, by a tender, cautious, circumſpect, 
and inoffenſive walkand converſation before the world. 
And keep the crown of life in your eye, as your encou- 
ragement under the trials to which your faithfulneſs to 
Chriſt may expoſe you. OO EN Goconige 
In one word, let us all, mmiſters and people, endeavour 
conſcientiouſly to aim at being faithful, and faithful to the 
death. And to this end, may the God of peace who 
brought again from the dead our Lord Jeſus, that great, 
Shepherd of the ſheep, through the blood of the ever- 
laſting covenant : Make us perfect in every good work to 
do his will, working in us that which is well pleaſing in 


% 


l huis ſight, through Jeſus Chriſt; to whom be glory for ever 


and ever. Amen. AE: 


